The Hon. Ros Spence Mp

Minister for Multicultural Affairs Level 1, 2 Treasury Place
Minister for Community Sport East Melbourne, VIC, 3002
Minister for Youth

Fr Milorad Loncar D20/140880
Brunswick East Holy Trinity Church
frmilorad@hotmail.com

Dear Fr Milorad

Thank you for your letter to Minister Pakula regarding the Victorian Government’s
coronavirus (COVID-19) roadmap to recovery and its impact on faith communities. Your
letter has been referred to me in my capacity as the Minister for Multicultural Affairs.

Faith is central to the lives of so many Victorians and | would like to acknowledge the
importance of places of worship in supporting the spiritual and communal lives of many
people. The Victorian Government supports all Victorians to feel connected to their faith and
cultural heritage.

Over the course of the pandemic, the Victorian Government has had to make some difficult
decisions that impact on the lives of Victorians in many ways. Whilst difficult, these decisions
have been made to protect the health and wellbeing of us all, but especially those most
vulnerable to the coronavirus.

| recognise the sacrifices that so many Victorians have made throughoutthis pandemic. |
also know that many in your community will be hurting at not being able to come together
with family and community to observe important religious occasions.

The roadmap is about making sure we stay one step ahead of the virus — and making sure
we don’t have to take a backwards step. The changes to the roadmap announced by the
Premier on Sunday 27 September show that the hard work of all Victorians is paying off and
we are moving in the right direction. Through slow and steady steps, we will soon get to
where we want to be, together.

You may be aware that the Victorian Government is meeting and consulting with faith
leaders from diverse communities across Victoria to help inform the resumption of in-person
religious observances as soon as it is safe to do so.

The question you raise about types of religious gatherings that can be safely carried out
outdoors in the various stages of the roadmap is one that has been raised by a number of
faith groups.

| understand a meeting of Eastern Orthodox Churches’ representatives (which will include
the Serbian Orthodox Church) with the Department of Health and Human Services is being
planned and will include the matters you have raised. Your details have been passed on to
the organiser of this meeting to ensure you are included.

Your details will be dealt with in accordance with the Public Records Act 1973 and the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014. Shouldyouhave any ORIA
queries or wishtogain access toyour personalinformation held by this department please contact our Privacy Officer at the above address. Si


mailto:frmilorad@hotmail.com

| thank you for your efforts in keeping Victorians safe during this time of crisis.

Yours sincerely

The Hon. Ros Spence MP
Minister for Multicultural Affairs
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