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JeBanherme Ha Jytpewy: MK. 16,1-8;
Ha Jlut.: An. 1Kop. 16, 13-24 v an. 13,25-32; JeB. MT.
21,33-42 v M. 6,14-30

YETBPTAK, 15. CETITEMBAP

AKATUCT TIPECBETOJ BOTOPOIULIU 19y

CYBOTA, 17. CETITEMBAP

BEYEPHE 19y

HEOEJBA, 18. CETITEMBAP

JYTPEHE 9y &= JIMTYPTUIA 10y

YCEKOBABE TTTTABE CBETOT JOBAHA

l l poja Anruna, cun crapora M-
pojia, ybuile MiajeHana
Butiejemckux y Bpeme po-

hewa l'ocioga Hcyca, Gemre rocrmo-

nap lamuieje y Bpeme IporioBean

Josana Rpcruresa. beme Taj Hpog

jKereH hepkoM Hekora apadckor

kne3a Apere. Ho Mpog, 31n naganax
0J1 3JI0Ta KOpeHa, oTepa CBOJy 3aK0-

HUTY SK€HY M He3aKOHUTO y3e cefu

3a coxurenanuiy Upoawmjay, skeny

cBora Opata Puiniia, koju Gelue jor

y skusory. llpotus oBor Ge3akoma

ycra Jopan Kperuress u cWiIHO H30-

ommun Upoga. Mpon ra 6any y tam-

HUITY. 3a BpeMe jeJiHora IIMpay CBOM

asopy 'y Cesactuju  [amiiejckoj

urpaiie npej roctuma Camomuja,

hepka Uponujaguna u ®uniunosa. U

nujanu Upoji, 3aHeceH ToM UIPOM, 0-

Oeha mrpauniy jata mro roj Oyje

OJ1 Ihera uckajia, Ma To O1JI0 U 10JI0-

BHHA IapcTBa. Harosopena o1 cBoje

majke Cajomuja 3aucka miasy Jo-

BaHa Kpcruressa. Mpon napean te

JoBaHa 1ocekolle y TaMHUIA U J10-

Hellle IVIaBy HEeroBy Ha Tambupy. yue-

HUIM JOoBaHOBM HOhy y3elne Tesno

CBOTA YUHTeha U UECHO caxpaHullle,

a Upoaujasia uzbojie uriom jesuk Jo-

BAHOB, Ia IVIaBY 3aKOIla HA HEKO He-

yucto Mecto. Ilra je gamse 6uio c

IJIaBOM JOBAHOBOM MOKE C€ YUTATH

nojp 24. dedpyapoM. Amm yOp30

noctuske boskja Ka3Ha OBY Tpylly
3noTBopa. KHe3 Apera, ja orepe
4acT CcBOje hepke, y1apu ¢ BOjCKOM
Ha Upopaa u notyue ra no nore. Ilo-
pasxenu Upox 6u ocyhen on kecapa
puMckor Ramwryie Ha MpOTOHCTBO
Hajiipe y lanujy a no tom y Illna-
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uujy. Rao usrnanim Upog u Upomu-
jama skuBene y Oeil M TMOHHIKEY,
JIOK ce 3eM/ba He OTBOPU U He TIPo-
ryra ux. A Caromuja norube 3j10M
cmphy na penn Cukopucy (Cyim).
Cumpt cB. JoBaHa jorofuia ce Ipej
[Tacxy, a npas3noBame 29. aBrycra
YCTaHOBLEHO je 300r Tora ImITO je
ToTa Jjana ocseheHa 1pKBa, Kojy 110-
Juromie Ha Tpody ILErOBOM Y

Cepactuju 1ap RoHcTanTuH M 1a-
puna JereHa. Y Ty 1pKBY HOJI0KeHE
Cy ¥ MOTITH y4eHuka JOBaHOBUX: Je-
anceja n Asiyje.

O ceenu Josare, qusra Kpciiuitie vy,

Tu Ipemieva bewte cragnom Cacuiie vy,
T cmiomiom wsgjom. wygexe gyuie wexHy
Hxo cimpawmampyoa caJopgama jercry
Bygel wyge og cnawuopoka.ena,
Kayg cerupa bewre 6.3y go wopena.

Ja cermeon Kaamam, ja ce et MOJUM:
Tomosu ga cearo) Hamacii, 0gouLm.

Jo ce et kaaram, Wpoporky Hagjaem,
Hupeguiobomxrewim,

WHPeY TOOOMUACHEM:

Zlaj van og wieor cpua, 1asoscke jauHe,
aj muogaisor qyaca, ariecke GeutHe.
oy muwisgje mohu, ga loczme mwpodom
Bowy oua woroparw eaagaiiu cobom,
Kpcuam cettoctiion,
YUCTIUITIN CE OJeHeM.

Croguanin MoiieoM
UHEOCCHUM 3PEHEM,

H bes citmpacca xoquiw
MYHEHUULTIBY CBAKOM
Caxpadpoudy TegJoM U CA BEPOM JAKOM.
O cseitin Josane, boychuyiograte,

H 3a.6unimy pasgy crasruyperuve.
Tuwoia.ce sgjcre nevactineu: 6oje
Hemoj ce oumpuntin’ o morere.moje,
Hoyperiu mene Mouimisamamsofum,
Ja o ceehanpasotipeq Iociiogom cligpum.

(8. Bnaguka Hukonaj
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TPUHAECTA HEOEJbA TIO AYXOBOAHY

,BW CTE CBJETJIOCT CBUIETY;
HE MOXE CE TPALL CAKPUTHU
KAl HA TOPU CTOJU. HUTU CE
YXUXE CBJETU/bKA U MERE
Non CYD HETO HA CBUIERHAK,
TE CBUIETNU CBUMA KOIU CY Y
KYRU. TAKO OA CE CBUIETIIU
CBJETNOCT BALWA TPEL
JbYIWMA, 1A BUJIIE BAWA JOBPA
OJENA MU MPOCNABE OUA
BAWETA KOJU JE HA HEBECUMA”
(MT.5,14 - 16).

nacutelb ce obpaha cojum y-
quHMuHMa OBUM pevnma: Bu

clie cBjetusiocu CBUjelly.
Ose peuu ['ocrojia Haliera Mo
OUCMO OBAKO padyMeTH: Ja Bac oja-
Opax Jla ciayiiate peyd Moje, jia ce
yrBpaure y Bepu y Jeanora bora y
Cseroj Tpojutiu, 1a Ty Bepy npoHe-
ceTe 1o CBETY U J]a CBOjUM JIMYHUM
KUBOTHMA MOCBEJOYUTE POIOBE]]
KOjy caM BaM Kazao. llomro cam Ja
Cgetiioct, Moje peun Koje BaM caoli-
HITaBaM cy, Takolhe, CBETJIOCT, jep cy
oz Mene. 1, cge 1o je oy Mene cse-
10 je u Jo6po. Onja kaja BU TO
CXBaTHTE W YCBOjUTE Kao jieo ceoe,
HAuMH KUBbCHA, OHJIA Ja KpO3 Bac
npornosegam csety. Bu npubinska-
Bate Mene Jbyquma u Moja Bac cse-
TIOCT OCBeT/baBa. 3aTo Ja Kakem:
,B1 cTe cBjeTyocT cBUjeTy”, jep Ha-
yKa Kojy TIIporoBejare, cBemia je
caMa 1o ce0u M OcBeT/baBa IyT Ka
He0y cBUMa OHUMA KOjU je yCBOje.

3aucra cy ce y Anioctonnma Xpu-
CTOBMM oOCTBapwie oBe pedn Ibe-
rope. OHU Cy TakO CHaKHO OCBe-
TIWIA OBaj CBET JIa TOj CBETIOCTH
HUIITA HUjE MOIJIO CTajaTh Ha IyTy.
Hu 6ppa vu fosnne, Hu HenperseHa
IyCTUHCKA IPOCTPAHCTBA, HU MOPA,
HU CBe JIpyTe Mperpeke Koje je orpe-
XOBJLEHU POJI JbYJICKH CYIIPOTCTAB-
Jba0 OBOj CBETJIOCTU KPO3 BEKOBE.

He moxe ce Ipag cakputiu kag
Ha lopu coju, kaske ['ocnion. Ako je
rpaji Ha TOPH, BUJIE I'a OHU KOjU Be-
PYJY V TPaJl, BEroBy €r3uCTeHIN]Y,
all U OHM KOjU TBpJe Ja Tpaj He
noctoju. OHU UBMUIILBAJY pasHe Te-
opuje 0 ToMe Kako jia yoejie cebe u

JIpyTe Jia ITpajl y CTBapu He IOCTOjH,
na je to camo npusu. M name ropopn
l'ocriog: Huliu ce yxKuxe csjettiu-
JbKa U cluas/ka U0g Cyg Heio Ha
cBUjehwak, e cBuUjelllu CBUMA
Koju cy y kyhu. Opum On onomurbe
AnocTosie Jla He CakpHBajy OHO HITO
cy JoOWIH, Ja je BUX0Ba JIyKHOCT Ja
omoryhe cBuMa Jia BUJE CBETJIOCT.
Jep, Kaji ceeha ropu Ha cBujehmbaky
oHa obacjaBa ce. OHa CBOjoM CBe-
Tiaonihy ofjaBbyje paT TaMu U Tama
oCTaje caMo y CpIuMa OHHX KOjH
of0Mjajy Jla HPEeNo3Hajy CBETIOCT
OBE CBETHJbKE.

CnacuTe/s  HacTaBba — pevyuMa:
Tako ga ce cBujettlyiu CBjelliioCt
BAWA Upeg JbyguMma, ga Buge sBawd
gobpa gjena u upocnase Oua Ba-
wela koju je Ha Hebecuma. OBuM
peunma l'ocroy  HajKOHKpeTHUje
o0jalmasa 3alITo je moTpeOHo Jia ce
He cakpuBa ceemioct Iherosa. On je
Jla0 CBETJIOCT Amocroanma Jia O je
VYMHWIN TOCTYITHOM CBUMA JbYJIHMA.
Ha csu Jbyau, 6yayhu nena bosuja,
BUJIC OBY CBETJOCT, Jia HoMme Oyjy
VHCIMPHCAHHU M J]a HhoMe kuBe. A,
J1a JIU je JOBOJLHO JIa AIOCTOIH caMo
IPOIIOBEJIajy HAyKy, OJHOCHO CBe-
TiaocT Xpucrtopy? CBakako Ja Huje.
OBa cBeryiocT cHja y IYHOM cjajy
OHJIA KaJja ce HayKa HpoIloBeja y
IpakTUIHOM cMucay. Raja ped nje y
KOpaKk ca JeJoM: Jia BHje Balla
no6pa jjesa u npociaase Ota Baniera
Koju je Ha HebGecuma“. 3Hauu Aro-
CTOJM Cy NO3BaHU Jia IPOIOBEJIAjy,
ali ¥ J1a sKuBe 0BOM mporoseau. /la
0KMBOTBOPE MIPOIIOBE/] TAKO Jla JHY 1
BUJIE BUXOBA 100pa Jiea.

OBAl MO3UB CTIACUTEJbA
YTIYREH ATIOCTONUMA OLLHOCU
CE U HA CBE YJIAHOBE LIPKBE.

[IpkBu, Koju cy pasymenn HaykKy
Focnionmwy, Tpeba Jia je, Kpo3 IMporo-
BeJame U Jo0pa Jela, IpeHoce Ha
ocrase.

Oyn nac he l'ocniopt jegnora jana
TPasKUTU OJ'OBOP, HE CaMO 3a OHO
IITO CMO YPaJIWIA, HETO U 33 OHO HITO
HUCMO ypajimiu. Anu, HajOuTHHje je
Jla yIaMTUMO Jla CMO MU [103BaHHU Jia
OygeMo ,cBeTaocT ceery”. CBakora,
JaKie, JaHa, kKaja paauMo Ouio Ka-
KaB 110ca0 U JI0Ja3uMo y JOJUp ca
JbyJIIMa, MOpPaMO BOJUTU pavyyHa O
TOME JIa MU YTHYEMO Ha Jbyjle CBOjUM
HAYMHOM TOBOpA U CBOjUM IOHAIIA-
meM. [[pyrum pednma, MU IpOTIOBE-
JaMo.

Wma Jbyjin Koju Mucie jia Huje o-
0aBe3HO JIpsKaTh ce 0alll cBera IITo
je 'y 3akony. Tako HeKH OJlaKo Kplile
3all0OBeCTH O  TIOCTY, MOJUTBH,
Ja06pum jgenuma win jipyrom. Mehy-
tuM, Crnacuress kaske: He mmcanre
Ja caM JIolao jia YKHHeM 3aKOoH
w IIpopoke; Hucam jomao ja y-
KHHEM Hero jia HCIYHHM.....AKO
HEKO, JlaKie, YKHHE jeJHy O] OBUX
HajMabHX 3alI0BECTH U HAYYH TAKO
Jbyjie, Ha3Bahe ce Hajmamu y Ilap-
cTBY HeOeckoMme. B0 HaM HayKa y
BE3H ca JipKameM 3arnopect boswku-
jux. CBe je BakHO U 0 cBeMy Tpeda
OpUHYTH.

O Tl'ocniogie u Boske Halll, Koju cu
ucrudcka Cpernoct, obacjaj Jayiie
Hallle, OCHAKU YM HAlll ¥ OTBOPH HaM
04U Hallle TyXOBHE, KaKko OMCMO Ipa-
BIWIHO pasymenu TBOjy 3amoBect u
MOIJIH J1a ce YOPOojuMo y OHe, KOju cy
CBOJUM JlenuMa yuuHun: ,/la npo-
caaBe Ona Halera Koju je Ha HeOe-
cuMma’.

TNpottia Munopag JloH4ap

Ha npsome mecty na Enuckore
Kao Hac/JeJHUKe aIlloCTOJICKOI I10-
3UBa I1a OHJIA HA CBEIITEHUKE, IbU-
xoBe nomohuuke y cayxon llpkae,
ali M Ha cBe ocTajte wianose [[pkBe.
Huko oj Hac Hema m3roBopa 3a ca-
KpuBame ceernoctu Epanhesba. CBa,
JaKIe, KOjU Cy HNPUMWIN CBETJIOCT,
KpO3 KpIITEeIbe U JIPyTe CBeTe TajHe y

BAXHO OBABEWUTEWE

50- TOOUWHULA
MAHACTUPA CBETOT CABE
Y UNTAJHY BURE
TTPOCTTABJbEHA

Y CYBOTY 22. OKTOBPA
2022.
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MUCTU 3A CBAKU IAH ka0 BuHo; nesname je kao Boja,

TTOYETAK YYOECUMA Y KAHU
ranuneickol (Jos. 2, 11)

Cemohnn
je bor nam, u
mohu Iberosoj
HeMa Kpaja Hu
onuca. CroBom
Ceojum OH je
€a3/1a0 CBe LITO
je cas-
nano. Crosom
Tocwogrum ne-
Oeca ymsepgu-
wacja. Crosom Cojum OH je cazgao
tesno yoBeky. CioBom bBoskjum tipe-
TBapa Ce€ MPTBA 3eMJbad Y Tela JbyJl-
CKa, Y Tesa KUBOTHUIbCKA, Y TeJa
omwbHa. CiioBoM BoskjuM ripeTBapa ce
TeyHa BoJla y Tapy, a napa y Jej u
caer. Tum ucrum CioBoM Boja y
JI03M [IPETBApa Ce Y BUHO, U BUHO 66-
cequdli  cepgue weaosjexa. Rako je
nakzie, uyjo 3a Cioso Boskje Bario-
heno, 3a Xpucra ['ocrioga Harer,
mwTo je y Ranu npetBopuo Boiy y
BHHO? 3a Hac Jbyjle, IIOMpavyeHe rpe-
XOM, TO j& BEJUKO 4YyJ0, 3a Haury
IIPUPOJIY, TPEXOM pacialibeHy, To je
HeJocTHkHOo uyjo. Ho unnuti uy-
aeca, Huje qu 10 TBOpUeBO 0OGMYHO
3aHnMame? Rajia ciayre namnynuiie 6
BEJIHMKHX cyjoBa BojoM, l'ocron
XpHCT pede UM: 3aXBaTHTE CaJl U HO-
cure kyMy. OH 4ak U He pede: HeKa
BOJla TIOCTaHe BUHO, HEro TO caMo
nomMucan. A nomucao bowkja mma
HCTY cITy Kao ped boxja.

3alllTo ce KasKke J1a je OBO WouelaK
wygecuma, kaja je l'ocniojt, usrinesa n
1pe OBOT Uy/ia YMHKO JIpyTa uyjaeca?
3aro, Opaho, mTo je mperBapame
BOJIe Y BMHO OCHOBHO Yyjl0 XpH-
CTOBO, ¥ CylITHHA CBUX Fherosux uy-
neca. Pasponmia ce u paciuiakaia
Ipupojia 4oBeyja; Tpedalo jy je mnpe-
TBOPUTU Yy BUHO. Yracuia ce Ouia
nckKpa 0oKaHCKa y YOBEKY, Tpebaso
jy je pacniaiuti. bosect je kao Boja,
3/]paBJbe je Kao BUHO; HEYUCTOTA O]
37X JTyXOBA j€ Kao BOJIA, YUCTOTA je
Ka0 BUHO; CMPT j€ Kao BOJIA, }KUBOT je

ncrtuHa Kao BuHo. Oryna kaj rof je
locnioyt GosiecHe YMHUO 3/paBUM, HE-
YHCTE TUCTAM, MPTBE KUBUM, 32071y~
nene npocsehenum — OH je y cTBapu
MPETBapPao BOJLY y BUHO.

O Tl'ocniogie boske nari, uyjgecHu
[IpeTBopuTe/by Bojie y BUHO, YHECH
wiaMeH TBoj 00KaHCKN Ha YTEITHO
orwumTe Hame. [Ipersopu BoIy
ouha Hamer y BuHO 0osKkaHcKo. /la
ou 6win canynu TeOH, Kao CINYHU
MOIJIM cejileTH y 1apcTBy TBOM
O0eCMpPTHOM, ca IUIAMEHHM aHIe-
auma Tsojum. Tebn craBa u xBana
BaBeK. AMUH.

Cs. Bnaguka Hukonaj
lNputipema Munow Puctuuh

PA3TOBOPU O BEPU

Y yropak, 13.
cerrremopa y
CRJIOTTY TEOJIOIITKe
Tpubune ,Pasro-
Bopu o Bepn®
npejaBambe  Ha
Temy: YTUIaj mno-
POJINYHOT  OKPY-
JRetha Ha JTyXOBHH
JIUK Huxkome
Tecne, np:xu jepej nip Oaupep Cy6o-
Tuh.

IIpenasame nounwe y 19 yacosa y
VIHOHHUITH CPIICKE TITKOJIE TIPH XpaMy
Cs. Credana y Rusbopoy.

CT1ABA KOJIA
CPTICKUX CECTAPA

Cnenehe nefeibe, 18. cenremoOpa,
npociapuhemo ciapy Hauier Koua
cpuckux cecrapa ,Majka Jespo-
cuma’. [ocne jyrpema y 9 yacopa u
Jlurypruje y 10, y HactaBky he 6utn
MOCJHYKEeH CJIaBCKH PyYak, y I[PKBe-
HOj caJli ca MY3UYKHM OPKECTPOM Y-
HKIBO.

Homahwuiia oBorojiuiiime ciase je
cecrpa Py:xuna Cauh ca mopo;u-
TOM.

Csemrrenuny, llpksenn oadop ca
npejcenaukom Ilerpom Jlamjantem,

RosoM cecrtapa, IPKBEHOM IIKOJIOM
U XopoMm 1o3uBajy Bac Ha 3ajej-
HUYKY cilaBy Rosa cprckux cecrapa
— Maury l'ocniojuny.

3a suwe uHpopmauuja obpa-
tutte ce Upotu Tletpy (weios
WeneoH je y 3al1asjby 0BOI Uapo-
XUjcKoI I71aCHUKa).

TTOXXPTBOBAHOCT

Oran jenne jieBojunile, oboJene
0J1 paka, 3aTpaskuo je ox crapua llaj-
cHja Jla ce TIOMOJIM 32 HeroBy khep.
Crapan; Ilajcuje je pekao oBom
Hecpehnuky:

,<Ja hy ce moauT, anu 6u Tpedano
Ja ¥ TH, Kao OTall, HEelITO KPTBYjell,
jep caMonosKpTBOBaHa JbyOaB cBaria
npupiIaun boskancko munocphe.”

Orary je ynurao, mra 61 Morao jia
KPTBYje.

JIRPTBYj HEKY cBOjy cTpact. /[la in
nymum?” , Jla.”

,2Ako 300rT Jpy0aBu Tpema Khepu
ofbaruin nymemne, bor he je ucie-
JUTH.

Yogek je ojiMax mpectao ja mylm
u mweroga khep je yckopo Ouia
CACBUM 3JpaBa, 0 YeMy ce MOCBeJI0-
yin 1 Jgekapu. Orar je, mebhyTtum,
3a00paBuo Ha cBoje odehame u 110-
HOBO je 1oveo jia myui. Koj 1eBoj-
YuIe ce oleT 110jaBuo pak, y HCTOM
TemkoM oOimuky. Mehyrum, kana je
oTall MOHOBO OTHINAO KOJ cTapla
[1ajcuja, oH My je oJIy4HO peKao:

,LAKO TH, Kao OTall, HEMall Xpa-
OpocTd Ja, pagd JKUBOTA CBOje
khepu, JKPTByjell cTpacT Koja HITeTH
¥ TBOM 3jIpaBby, OHJIA ja HUIITA HE
MOTY JIa YYUHUM 3a Tebe.”

Jbynu cy usryouiu 1yxoBHY ycpji-
HOCT M CHOCOOHOCT CAMOIIOKPTBO-
Bamba. Melytum, Goskancku jorabaju
JelaBajy ce Tek OHJa KaJia JIeJTuMo
ATy Jpyror Yyopeka. Hutira gpyro
y Toj Mepu He IpUBJIAYM MUJIOCT
Bowjy, kao 1M0oKpPTBOBAHOCT. YKO-
JMKO ce YOBEK Bullle ojpuie ceode, y-
Tonnko ce locrion Buille GpuHe O
memy. Camo he npejaBamem cede 3a
OJIKIBET YOBEK TI0CTaTH CPOJIaH ca
Borow, jep je Xpucroc fRpTsa.
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THE CHRISTIAN
CONCEPT OF DEATH

The Resurrection of Christ com-
prises the very heart of the Christian
faith and Christian Good News. And
yet, however strange it may sound,
in the everyday life of Christianity
and Christians in our time there is
little room for this faith. It is as
though obscured, and the contem-
porary Christian, without being cog-
nizant of it, does not reject it, but
somehow skirts about it, and does
not live the faith as did the first
Christians. Often (too often alas) you
will hear some sort of rambling affir-
mation of the immortality of the soul
and its life in some sort of world be-
yond the grave, a belief that existed
even before Christianity. And that
would be in the best of circum-
stances. In the worst, one would be
met simply by perplexity and igno-
rance, “You know, [ have never really
thought about it.”

If Christ did not rise, then the
Gospel is the most horrible fraud of
all. But if Christ did rise, then not
only do all our pre-Christian repre-
sentations and beliefs in the “im-
mortality of the soul” change radi-
cally, but they simply fall away. And
then the entire question of death
presents itself in a totally different
light. And here is the crux of the
matter, that the Resurrection above
all assumes an attitude toward death
and an concept of death that is most
profoundly different from its usual
religious representations; and in a
certain sense this concept is the op-
posite of those representations.

The Resurrection (and this is the
root of the matter) includes in itself
not only the soul, but also the body.
Simply reading the Gospel leaves no
doubt about it. When they saw the
risen Christ, the Apostles, as the
Gospel says, thought that they were
seeing a ghost or a vision. The first
task of the risen Christ was to allow
them to sense the reality of His body.
He takes food and eats in front of
them. He commands the doubting

Thomas to touch His body, to be
convinced of the Resurrection
through his fingers. And when the
Apostles came to believe, it is pre-
cisely the proclamation of the Res-
urrection, its reality, its “bodiliness”
that becomes the chief content,
power and joy of their preaching,
and the main sacrament of the
Church becomes the Communion of
bread and wine as the Body and
Blood of the risen Christ. And in this
act, says the Apostle Paul, “proclaim-
ing the death of the Lord, they con-
fess His Resurrection.”

Now as for our mortal and final
destiny and fate after death, which
we have begun to call the world be-
yond the grave, this destiny and fate
has gradually ceased to be inter-
preted in the light of the Resurrec-
tion of Christ and its relation to it. As
far as Christ is concerned we con-
firm that He rose from the dead, but
as far as we ourselves are concerned
we say that we believe in the immor-
tality of the soul, in which the
Greeks and Jews believed ages be-
fore Christ, in which to this day all
religions believe without exception,
and for which belief the Resurrec-
tion of Christ (however strange this
may sound) is even unnecessary.

What is the reason behind this
odd bifurcation? The reason lies in
our concept of death, or better in a
different concept of death as the
separation of the soul from the body.
All pre-Christian and extra-Chris-
tian “religiosity” teaches that this
separation of the soul from the body
should be regarded as not only “nat-
ural” but also positive, that in this
should be seen a liberation of the
soul from the body, which prevents
the soul from being spiritual, heav-
enly, pure and blessed. Since in hu-
man experience evil, disease, suffer-
ing and the passions arise from the
body, the goal and meaning of reli-
gion and the religious life become
naturally the liberation of the soul
from this bodily “prison,” a libera-
tion precisely in death which allows
it to attain its fullness. But it must be
most strongly emphasized that this

concept of death is not Christian,
and furthermore it is incompatible
with Christianity, manifestly contra-
dictory. Christianity proclaims, con-
firms and teaches, that this separa-
tion of the soul from the body, which
we call death, is evil. It is not part of
God’s creation. It is that which en-
tered the world, making it subject to
itself, but opposed to God and violat-
ing His design, His desire for the
world, for mankind and for life. It is
that which Christ came to destroy.

“The last enemy to be destroyed is
death...” And that destruction, that
extermination of death began when
the Son of God Himself in His im-
mortal love for us voluntarily de-
scended into death and its darkness,
filling its despair and horror with
His light and love. And this is why we
sing on Pascha not only “Christ is
risen from the dead,” but also “tram-
pling down death by death...”

He alone arose from the dead, but
He has destroyed our death, de-
stroying its dominion, its despair, its
finality. Christ does not promise us
Nirvana or some sort of misty life
beyond the grave, but the resurrec-
tion of life, a new heaven and a new
earth, the joy of the universal resur-
rection. “The dead shall arise, and
those in the tombs will sing for joy...”
Christ in risen, and life abides, life
lives... That is the meaning; that is
the unending joy of this truly central
and fundamental confirmation of
the Symbol of Faith: “And the third
day, He rose again according to the
Scriptures.” According to the Scrip-
tures, i.e. in accordance with that
knowledge of life, with that design
for the world and humanity, for the
soul and body, for the spirit and
matter, for life and death, which has
been revealed to us in the Holy
Scriptures. This is the entire faith,
the entire love, and the entire hope
of Christianity. And this is why the
Apostle Paul says, “If Christ is not
risen, then your faith is in vain.”

Protopresbyter Alexander
Schmemann (Excerpt from
Russkaya mysl’, v 3299, 3300,
March 13, 20, 1980.)



