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Tnac 4. HaJyrpewy JeBanhemne: JH. 20,1-10
Ha NMutypruju Anocton 328. (Jes. 11, 9-10: 17,23:32-40)
JeBanheme Marej 3auano 4. (1,1-25)

AKATUCT TTPECBETOJ BOTOPOAULIN 19y
BEYEPHE YOYU BOXWURA 19y

HEZEJbA 29.TIO IYXOBIAHY
HELEJbA CBETUX OTALA

YETBPTAK, 5. JAHYAP
NMETAK, 6. JAHYAP

BAIHU IAH OCBEREHE BAIHAKA Y HACTABKY
CYBOTA, 7. JAHYAP BOXWRHA APXUIEPEICKA JIUTYPTUIA'Y 10y
BOXWh CITY)XXU BNNIAIUKA CUJTYAH

HEOEJbA, 8. JAHYAP
CABOP TIPECBETE BOTOPOOUUE

HEMA JIUTYPTUIE Y HALLEM XPAMY
CITY)XU CEY MAH. CB. CABEY UJIAJHY Y 104

BOXURHU TIOCTJEY TOKY U 3ABPLLUABA CE Y TIETAK 6. JAHYAPA 2023.

HELEJbA CBETUX OTALLA

Y uepnewy npes cam boskuh, Koja
ce 30Be Ouu, Majre u jiena ,Besyjy”
olle, a OHU uM ce Jipetie’. OBo y3a-
jaMHO JIpelieme” je y3ajaMHO Yh-
herhe NOKI0oHA Jby0aBH, MTo cTBapa
Npa3HuYHy, cBedany armochepy y
MOPOJIUYHUM XPUITNAHCKUM KPYTO-
BuMa. TakBy npasuuuny armocqepy
CTBOPUJIU Cy UCTOUHU MYJIpalli CBe-
TOj nopojui borojerera MOKIO-
nuBmu My ce y Butiejemckoj ne-
huHu, y3 1apoBe: CMUpHE, TaMjaHa U
3i1ara. CHUMBOJMKA OBOI y3ajaMHOT
,BE3NBama” M ,JIpelena’ Jere 0 po-
JUTEba jaCHA je: MPHIPEMAaMO Ce 32
JIOYeK  HajpaJIOCHUjer  IpasHUKa
xpuithanckor — boskuha, koju je 1o-
MHpHO YOBeka ca borom ojpe-
IIUBIIK Ta Be3a TPEXOBHUX, a Be-
3aBIIM I'a HOBOM Be30M JbyOaBH 3a
Bora. ¥ skein, naxite, na Hberos mo-
Ja3ak ~ cauekaMO  Be3aHm  Haj-
yBpimhuM Bezama MehycoOHe Jby-
0asu, jep je u Ou — bosxuh — Jby6as,
Koja je ,CBe3a CaBpIEeHCTBA , 1 MU ce
o /lerumnuma, Marepunama u O-
uMa MelhycoGHo ,BesyjemMo” u ,Jape-
mumo“. To Be3uBame u jipeliene

MPEBA3WIA3HN HAIlle TIOPOJNIHE KPY-
roBe ¥ MPOCTHPE ce Ha pohaxke, mpu-
jaTeJse W cBe Hallle TO3HAHUKE, W

getian cnuke Tlaje JosaHosuha

TaKO HacTaje CHOHTAHO OIIITE CPI-
CKO, IpaBOCIaBHO-XpHUIThaHCKO
NpoCJIaB/batbe BesuBarba 1 Jpelierha
npej HacTynajyhu npasuuk Pohema
Cnacute/beBa, Koju je ojpenino A-
nama u EBy 0j1 BeuHe cMpTH 1 1ojia-
PHO UM JKUBOT BEUHN.

W rako, uCK/bYYMBO CPIICKU HAPO]L je
OCMHMCJINO Ha CBOM COIICTBEHOM
HCKYCTBY Halll XpUITNaHCKO-1IPaBo-
CJIABHU KaJleHJiap, KOjU je YjeJHOo U
CPUCKM HapojHu kajenmgap. /Jlern-
wi, Marepunie u Ouu cy, jnakie,
Hallll HAPOJIHY MPA3HUIIN HAHU3aHU
y npefnpa3uuinTy Pohewa Xpucro-
BOT, TaKo J1a ¢y y cpejiunu Mareputie,
JlaH MajKy, jep je MajKa Besa 110 KOjoj
,Ja HUje Majke, HU cBeTa He 01 010"

YECTUTKA OHEBUMA

CBUM HAIIIMM OYEBUMA YECTUTAMO
OBaj paJlOCHU JIaH, HUXOB NPA3HHUK,
Koju o0ejieskaBaMO Yy HaBeuepjy
PosxnecrBa XpucroBor u cBe 103-
JIPaB/baMO Ca CBEPAJOCHUM TO3]Ipa-
BOM:

MuP BoXJu XPUCTOC CE poaM!
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HEOEJbA 29. TIO AYXOBOAHY — CBETU OUMU

,TBOJE LLAPCTBO, XPUCTE
BOXE, LAPCTBO JE 3A CBE
BEKOBE; U TBOJA BJIACT JE O]
TEHEPALUWUIE IO TEHEPALUIE,
JEP CU CE OBATIJIOTUO O IIYXA
CBETOTA M TIOCTAO YOBEK O]
YBEK JJJEBE MAPUIE,
TMPOY3POKOBABIUW CBETNOCT
IIA CMJA HA HAC 0 TBOTA
NMPUCYCTBA, O XPUCTE BOXE;
CBeTnocT oo CBETNOCTH, O
Cviawt OUA, TU CU OCBETJIUO
CBY TBOPEBUHY; U CBAKU LAX
Cnasu Te, 0 Cnuko OYEBE
CNABE. 3ATO, O BEYHU BOXE
Ol TIPE TIOMETKA BEKA, KOJU
CW 3ACUIAO Ol IJEBE, BOXE,
NMOMUTY) HAC”.

CTUXVUPA HA BOXURHEM
BEYEPHY

peurMa oBe IecMe — CTUXHPE,

KOja Ce TIeBa Ha BeUYepHY YOUU

boskuha, 1pkBennm  nucail
HCIIOBe/Ia JIOTMATCKO Yyuewe Halle
IIpkBe o Criacureswy, koju je Cun bo-
A&Mju, Koju je osamohen on /lyxa
Cserora u pohen of /ljese Mapuje
Kao U MCTHUHY O BEYHOCTH boikujoj.
On je ,Csernocr oj Ceernoctu®. O
TOME CBaKOJHEBHO uynuTamo y Cum-
Boity Bepe. OH je ,cujame Orna’
cauka Ona u, Oelle mpe MocTaHka
cBera M Beka. KETo, oBie BHAMMO,
CaMo y JeIHOj TeCMHU, CACTAB/LEHO] O]
[ap pevyeHuIld, OCHOBHO yYeme O
bory Cuny, /Ipyrom auny Cserte
Tpojunie — Crnacutesmy csera U 4o-
Beka. Ono 1o je ['octiog Ucye Xpu-
CTOC OTKpUO U 00jaBuo o cedu u Oy
kao u o Jlyxy Cserome, o Tajuama
Heba U 3eMJbe, OBAj IIPKBCHU TIECHUK
00jacHIO je TO Ha OBaj HAUMH, a U
MHOTU JIDYTH, KOjU CYy THUCATN CIy-
#&0e o boxuhy, Backpcy u apyrum
BeJMKUM ['ocriofiibuM MpasHUIMa,
CBE CY TO YOKBUPUIIHU Y PEUH, TaKO J1a
MH, JIOK ce MOJuUMO, neBajyhu ope
JUBHE MeJoJije, MCIOBEIaMo J0r-
MaTCKO y4yeme — OCHOBHE HCTHHE
Haiie cere [[pkse.

CB. Ou XayqKujoOHCKOT (4EeTBp-
TOI') BaCebEHCKOr cabopa IOTBp-
JIII Cy paHuje OJITyKe BAaCEheHCKHIX
cabopa, y oaHocy Ha Osariohenor
Jloroca, anm cy oH/la U camu JJOHEJH
OJIYKy Koja kaske: ,Cuepyjyhu Cpe-
tuM  OnuMa cBU calviacHO Y4HuMO
ucnoseatu jepnor u ucror CuHa,
l'ociona  mamer Hceyca Xpwucra,
cagpiieror Ibera ucror no boskan-
cTBY U cappiieHor Ibera ucror 1o
YOBEUAHCTBY, yucTuHy bora un
yucTuny yoseka, tbera ucror, us pa-
3yMHE JIyIlle U Tesla (CacTaB/beHOT),
jernocymrHor Oy o boxkancTsy, u
jennocymiTHOr HaMa Ibera ucror no
YOBEUAHCTRY, 0 CBEMY IMOJI00HOT
HaMa OCHUM Ipexa, poheHor 1pe Be-
koBa oj Ona no BoskaHCTBY Uy
nocaeqmwe jgane (pohenor) Ibera
HCTOT pajii HAaC W pajii Halllera cra-
cewha o7 Mapuje /ljese boropojuie
110 YoBeyaHcTBY.... Tako, n Kaja uu-
TaMO 0 cBeTuM Jormaruma Ilpkse
npaBociaBHe, U KaJa  IeBaMo
I[PKBEHE TlecMe, PaBUIHO UCIIOBE-
Jlame Bepe IocTaje OCHOBHA MOpPYyKa
Hate mesnofuje. OHO cpacra ca Ha-
muM OuheM M 1OCTaje HeojBOjUBO
OJl HWera, Te U3 TakBor Ouha yBeK
IpOBejaBa MPaBWIHO U MIPABOCIABHO
cxBatame cyuituHe l[lpkse, ,Hasu-
JlaHe Ha TeMeJby allocTosIa’.

CraposasetHu npopok Hcajuja
omaropectn u Kaxke: ,Elio geBojka
he 3atupygmwettiu u poguhe cuHa u
HagjeHyhe my ume Emanyuno” (U-
caj. 7, 14). HoposapeTnu mnucar rop-
Wera TeKkeTa, HoTeplhyje 1a je 0Bo Be-
JIUKO TIPOPOYAHCTBO, BEJIUKOT TIPO-
poKa uciymweHo. OOUCTHHUIO ce OHO
IITO je Hekaja npopokoaHo. Hciy-
HIIO ce BpeMe U ,bor je moxono Ha-
poji €Boj*; jouiao Ham je ,MCcloK ¢
sucuHe” (Jlk. 1, 78).

3a Hac y llpksu, HajOosba je 1pu-
npeMa 3a oBe BeJHKe jlaHe, Kaja 0-
JKUBJLYJEMO YCIIOMEHY Ha YYJIeCHO
poheme bora oj /ljee Mapuje, kajia
ce noTephyje pydaB boxuja 3a poj
JbYJICKH, J1a PEJOBHO JIOJa3UMO Ha
oorociyskemna, Ha KojuMa ce, y MOoJI-
TBEHOM paclojoKkewy, pedjy Hu
IIECMOM, TPOJNA3u KpPO3 UCTUHUTY

npuuy o ogamiohenom bory Jlorocy,
,PaJIM HAC ¥ PAJIM HaIlera cracema .
Axo ce OymeMo TPYIWIM Ha TOME
wiany, To he 6uru Haj0obU Jap Halll
boromianeniy Xpucry. Jep uieme y
cycper boromiajieHiy yBek npermo-
cTaBba HoOlIewme Japosa. Hara
Jo0pa Jiesa, Halll ojHoC mpema bory
y TOKYy TOJMHE, Halll OJHOC IpeMa
ONMKIBUMA, [I0CTaje HEMUHOBHO Jap
KOjU TIPUHOCHUMO cBakora boskuha
Onome koju ce pabha oj llpecsere
Jjese Mapuje.

Wwmajyhu y Buny na cy Ceerun Oun
IIpxee XpucroBe, Of amocTOJCKOT
BpeMeHa I1a Ha 0BaMo, 3BaHUYHO Ha
BACELEHCKUM — cabopuMa Kao W
HEe3BAHUUHO Y JIMUYHUM M3jaBaMa, y-
BEK 3J[yIIIHO U jeJJUHCTBEHO MCIOBE-
nanu Bepy y Criacuresba, Oparuiohe-
Hor Jloroca u Pohenor oy /ljese Ma-
puje, ¥ Ja je Ta jJorMa cadyBaHa y
[lpkBu HenmpoMemena, Hama Cera
[IpkBa y Hepesmy npen boxuh mpo-
ciaassba cse Cpere Ore, nokasyjyhu
TaKO CBOjy OJIar0flapHOCT 33 BUXOBY
He3a00W1a3Hy YIOTY Y JOMOCTPOjY
cnacewa y llpksu n kpos llpksy. U
Ha 0Baj HauuH, wianoBu [{pkse npu-
npemMajy ce 3a joyek boromiajenna
Kao U 32 IPAaBIJIHO PAa3yMeBabe OBOT
CIIACOHOCHOI' 4YMHA, KpPO3 KOra ce
o0HaBJba U TIpeodpaskaBa CBa TBOPE-
BHHA. ¥ UCTO BpeMe, OBe HeJlesbe, ce-
haMo ce MOJMTBEHO M CBHX 0YeBa
Halmx, wianosa [[pkBe, Te MoJIuTBe
CBOje Y3HOCHMO 3a IHUXOBO CBAKO
Jn00po. Kao niro ce mperxojne ase
HeJlebe ocefHO MOJIWIO 32 JIely U
MajKe, TAaKO ce OBe HeJle/be MOJUTBE
IIPUHOCE 33 OYEBeE.

lFocnope Hcyce Xpucre boske
Halll TOMO3H HaM Jia pa3yMeMo J1a je:
,1Boje LlapcTBo, 1apcTBO 3a CBE Be-
koBe; U TBoja BIacT 0J] reHeparyje
J0 reHeparnyje...” AMuH.

Mup Boxju Xpuctuoc ce pogu!

iCEXC
NI KA

TNpottia Munopag JloH4ap
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BECELJA ABEJYCTUHA
HAHELEJbY OTALA

OnNnoMAK U3 BECELE CB. ABBE
JYCTUHA TIOTMOBURA 1973.

Cetiu Assa Jyciuun lotiosuh

Humra Bamuuje on boxuhal
3amro? 3aro mro je bor cuimao y o-
Baj cBeT. A jomie, rie je 6uo? Mu cMo
l'a orepamn cBojuM rpecuma ca
3em/be, He Tpeda HaM bor. To caku
rpex IroBOpHU, XTe€O TH WIH He, jep
CBAKHUM CBOjUM I'PEXOM MU OJITOHUMO
bora ca semme. [IpBo opronnmo us
CBOje Jiylle, a OHJIa U3 11eJie UCTOPHje
poza Jbyjckor. [TTo Basku 3a Tede, To
BasKU 3a cBe Hac. Mu, MU U3TOHUMO
13 Jylle cBoje, U3 cpIia CBOT, U3 ca-
BECTH CBOje cBe 1ITO je bowkuje, ako
’KUBUMO Y HETIOKajaHUM I'pecuMa.

Yy cre janac Csero Epanbelbe.
l'ocnion je HasBan y wemy Emanymu,
mto 3Haun ,C Hama je bor®. [lotie,
Ko je 0uo ¢’ Hama? BHaso! Haso kpo3
rpexe, Kpo3 CBaK! I'Pex,  MOj U TBO),
1 KPO3 CBAYMjU IPEX Y POJLY JbY/ICKOM.
Hurayn ne tpeba Bapatu cebe: MU
caMu Wiu niporonumo bora u3 cebe,
wi 'a yBoaumo y ceoe.

3ato je l'ocnoj u nmocrao 4oBek,
3ato je O Ha Bomuh yuao y oBaj
CBET U jaBUO ce Kao YOBEK, Ja HaM
Nokaske 1Ta Tpebda ja Oyje oj 4o-
BEKa Ha OBOME CBeTY U KakaB Tpeda
na oyne yosek. Huje ysamyn 'ocrop
nocrao 4oBek. Huje mocrao nruia,
HHje TOCTao IBET, IITO je JialeKo
Jakie W IpujaTHUje ¥ Jelme 3a
bera, Hero je mocrao 4oBeKk 4OBEK
KOju je OMO caBy I'pecuma, caB CMp/I-
JbUB, CaB Y haBo/Iu3My U J€MOHU3MY.
3aTo je 1MoCTao YOBEK Jla crace 4o-
Beka o1 tora. Iberoso ume Hcyec,

snaun Cnacurtess. Cracutesb, 0
yera? OJ TpexoBa, Oji TpexoBa Jhyjl-
CKHX, a KPO3 I'PeX Y 0Baj CBeT yIllia je
1 CMPT, U yII1ao cBaku fago. 3ato 6e3
I'ocniofa Xpucra, 6e3 boskuha Ihero-
BOT, 3aMCTa POJI JbYJCKH MOJKE CTa-
JHO 3a cebe Ja Kake: ¢ HAMa je He
Bor, no haso. C nama je bor to je Ha-
4esno HeOecko, TO je HauyeJo Bepe
Hame, Haueso EBanbjessa. C Hama je
bor y osome cBery. A jiocan Ihera
Kao Ja Huje 6uio yorure. Huje I'a
OWIO y MYHOM CMHUCIYy Te PeuH.
Yuwme mu xpunthanu JokasyjeMo 3a-
ucra jga je C nama bor? Cpaku
XpUulmhaHWH KOjU HCIYYje CBeTe
sanosect l'ocriofa Xpucra, ucmy-
Ibyje 3aloBecTH eBamhencke, YBEK
Moske pehu ca MHOM je bor. Aim, ako
ce XxpuurhaHUH 0jla IPEcUMa, ako ce
He Oyjie 00pHO ca BUMa, ako UX He
Oyjie oJirOHUO O cebe, OH je Y cTa-
JIHOM 3arpibajy kora? Hagosa.

Amn, ako, He paj bowke!, mu
XpUITNaHU BOJIUMO TPeX U FKUBUMO Y
rpexy 1 He GOpUMO ce MPOTUB Hhera,
temko Hama! Jep, kako hemr cebe
oI0paHUTH Ha JIaH Cy/a, Kajla u3a-
fenr u3 opora Tesa ca J{ymomM Be4HOM
y oHaj cer? Rako heur opdpanuTu
cebe u pehn l'ocnogy Xpmery: Ila
€T0, ja HUCAM MOTao Jia BepyjeM y
Tebe. A On he pehu: 3amro? Jep cam
Cam bor fomao Ha 3emiby, 110CTA0
paju Tede YoBeK, ja 01 TH NPUMUO
O/l MEHEe OHO 1ITO TeOu Tpeda 3a caB
JKMBOT, U 32 JKUBOT y OBOME CBETY, U
3a slkupor Beunu y onom cgery. A Tu,
MTa CU ypajuo ca MHOM Yy OBOM
cgery? IlTa cu ypaguo ca mojum E-
BanfeseM, mrTa cu ypajno ca Cse-
M llpruenthem, 1rra cu ypajguno ca
MOJIUTBOM, Ca BEpOM, IJie je cBe TO?
Harosapa u oiroBopa Hehe ourn!

Anu, ako HeMa M3TOBOpa M OJIr0-
BOpa, YMji CMO Y OBOM cBety? Rome
npunajjamo? OHoMe KoMe CIysKuMo!
CBaku Tpex y cTBapu jecre ciysk0a,
MpauHa ciayxkba 1pHOMe Dasory.
I'meB, 3aBUCT, TAKOCT, HEMOj
MUCJIUTH JIa CYy TO CUTHE CTBApU M
mazne. He, mo cy Tmako orpomue
CTpalllHe CTBapH Jla MOTy Jia Te 10-
Tole y akao u y cMpt Beuny. Hu je-
JIaH TPexX HUje MaJIu, HU jeJIaH IPex He

BOJM bory, HalpoTuB, CBaKU Ipex
Bojiu hasoury. U kao mro xpunrhanus
MOZKE JIa PelIu Jia UCIyIbYje 3al0Be-
cru boxuje, taja Emanywt: C nama
je bor; Tako Mu HazoBu xpuilthaHu
Kajla IpelIuMO U He KajeMo ce, He
UCIIOBejaMo ce, He IpuyenihyjemMo
ce, He MOJIMO ce bory, He KnBUMo
1o 3amnoBecruMa EBanbenckum, mu
YCTBAPH CTAJHO TBPAUMO JEJHO: C
Hama je haso. He naj, 'ocmiogie!
Benuku Ceeruressu Boxkuju Bese:
,XpuIhauuu je OHaj KOju IpPUMO-
paBa cefe Ha CBako J00pO Jeno”.
Roju npumopasa cefe Ha CBako
106po J1eJ10, IPUMOPABa €0 KUBOT
cBoj. Hama ce He uje jga YMHUMO
J00po J1eJ10, HaMa ce He ujle J1a UCITy-
HaBaMO 3allOBeCTH eBaHhelcke, TO
HEeKe IPexXOoBHe CHUJIe y HaMa pajie u
oaBajajy Hac of 'ocriofa. 3aro mo-
paMo npuMopaBaTu cefe Ha MOJIH-
TBY, ak0 HeMaMo MouuTee. Mopamo
npumMopasatn cebe Ha MuiIocphe,
ako cMo HeMmuiocpanu. [IpumopaBaj
cebe. Rajia 6yenn npumopasao cebe,
l'ocniop he ta gatu y cpiie cuiy Koja
he 3amcTa YYMHUTH J1a TH 3aBOJUII
muiocphe, ¥ 3aBOJMII MOJUTBY |
IIOCT, U CBaKy eBaHl)eJICKy BDJIUHY.
besdpoj npumepa Tora caku je
Ceerutess - HeMcKa3aH JUB U jyHAK.
[Ipumopaga ceGe Ha cBako 100po u
uspahyje cebe y O0rOJIUKY JUYHOCT.
Csu cy Ceerutesby y lprsu boskujoj
JaTH J]a HAM HOMasKy YBEK, CBAKOT
JaHa. [IpkBa cBaku JJaH ciiaBu MHOTE
Ceerurese. EBo, 1 namac CIaBUMO
cBe craposaBerHe llpaBejnuke u
Oue. Beaukn u orpoMHHI CKYTL JbY/IH
IyHU SKUBOTBOPHE Bepe. Joul mpe
Xpucta 6nan xpunthanu. Kakas ctug
M cpaM 32 Hac Kaja Ha JgaH Crpari-
Hora Cyjia ['ocrioyt Oyjie pekao: Ero,
BU XpulThaHu, momienajre, 0BO cy
xpuithany 6uin npe Mexe, pe Hero
HITO CaM ja JIONIa0 y OBaj 36Ma/bCKH
ceer. Rommko je Bac xpunihaxa
nocjae MOI' JloJacka Y 3eMabCKH
cBeT? 3aTo CBAKH OJ HAC Heka Hayuu
U IIpUMOpaBa cede Ha OHO IITO je e-
BanlheJCcKko, Ha OHO WITO je J100po, e
Ja 0u cmo, 6paho Moja u cecrpe, 3a-
pamwn Ilaperso Hebecko 3a 0oBaj
MaJIi TIPOJIa3HU 36MabCKU KUBOT.
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REFLECTIONS FROM
PROLOGUE OF OHRID

18.(31.) DECEMBER

In this life, man is given a choice:
either the earthly kingdom or the
Kingdom of Heaven. God imposes
no pressure on this choice, but each
one freely decides. When the broth-
ers Marcus and Marcellinus were
condemned to death, the pagan
judge allowed them a month to con-
template either renouncing Christ
and His Kingdom or being put to
death. Then their kinsmen came to
the prison with one kind of advice,
and St. Sebastian with another. The
kinsmen wept and implored them to
do as the judge willed and to spare
their youth. Their tearful father
showed them his gray hairs and his
infirmity; their mother swore by the
food of her breasts by which she
nourished them; their children wept
around them. In essence, all of them
proposed that they should renounce
the Heavenly Kingdom for the sake
of the earthly kingdom, but St. Se-
bastian counseled them to the con-
trary, saying: "O courageous soldiers
of Christ, do you want to lose the
eternal wreath for the sake of the
flattery of your kinsmen? Do you
want to relinquish the victorious
banner for the sake of women's
tears? This life is transient; it is so
unstable and unfaithful that it can
never save even those who love it.
What is this life worth even if one
lives for a hundred years? When the

last day arrives, do not all our past
years and all earthly delights seem
as though they had never existed? It
is indeed unreasonable to fear to
lose this quickly passing life, when
one will receive that eternal life in
which delights, riches and rejoicing
begin and never end, remaining
eternal to the ages of ages. Remem-
ber the Lord's words: A man's foes
shall be they of his own household."
With these and many other words,
St. Sebastian prevailed. The holy
martyrs loved the Kingdom of
Heaven more than the earthly king-
dom, and they joyfully went to their
deaths for Christ.

St Nikolai Velimirovich

BISHOP SILUAN
SERVING AT OUR
CHURCH FOR
CHRISTMAS

Our Bishop Siluan will visit us on
Saturday 7" January and will serve
the Divine Liturgy on this joyous
day.
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This is the opportunity for us to
meet our dear vladika in person and
celebrate together Christ's first
coming to this earthly world.

CHRISTMAS NIGHT

Christmas Night. The greatest
and holiest night of all the nights of
creation. At night the Son of God ap-
peared on Harth. But why at night?
Because night proved to be the great
framework and the great setting of
the individual events of the Incarna-
tion. Because the delivery, the laying
down in the manger, the announce-
ment of the good news by the angel

to the shepherds, the hymn of the
angels in mid-sky, the visit of the
shepherds, all this happened at
night. Why then at night? If light is
sweet, darkness is full of mysteries.
Light reveals, night conceals. Night
creates an atmosphere in man. Saint
John of Damascus gives an etymol-
ogy for the word “vo€”, “night”, say-
ing, “It is called ‘night’ [v€] because
it pierces [vottel man; for night is
compunction “[katavuyn]’, a pierc-
ing of the heart. I do not know, of
course, whether Saint John’s ren-
dering of the etymology is accurate
— I donot know — but that all this ac-
tually occurs is true.

Thus, my dear ones, night be-
comes the symbol of the mysteries
of God and of the silence of God, and
the principal mystery is the Incarna-
tion. It is the “mystery which was
kept secret”, as Saint Paul says in his
epistle to the Romans, which means
that it was not made public. “Since
the world began,” in the former
years, it was not made public. It was
hinted at, but there was no clear
knowledge. “But now [it] is made
manifest”, says Saint Paul; now it has
been revealed. And which is this
‘mystery kept secret’? The Incarna-
tion of God the Word. Another mys-
tery which took place at night is the
Resurrection of Christ from the
dead. At night did Christ come out
both of the womb of the Virgin and
of the noetic womb of the tomb to
grant unto us the new man, the re-
fashioned, the immortal, the eternal
and blissful man.

My dear ones, at night the soul
searches for Him Whom it has loved.
For this reason darkness reminds us
that we ought always to search for
Christ. Our Saviour is born, yet for
so many of our Christians it is as if
He were not born. They have trans-
formed the feast of the Nativity into
an opportunity for consumerism
and sinful entertainment. What a
pity, truly! What injustice! These
men do injustice to themselves. Let
us cry out in all the tones, “Christ is
Born!”

Fr. Athanasius Mitilinaios



